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ISO 20022 Countdown | T-7 months to November 2026 Standards Release

Farewell to Unstructured Postal Addresses

As the industry approaches the removal of unstructured postal addresses in the November 2026 1ISO 20022
Standards Release, validation of payments data will be shifting to the point of entry into the network.

For postal addresses, this requires a transition from interpretation and downstream repair towards data that is

immediately consumable by systems.

Action is now needed across banks, corporates and market infrastructures to align data capture and

validation practices.

Where things stand today
Fully unstructured addresses remain common:

<AdrLine>HOOGSTRAAT 6, 1000 BRUSSELS,
BELGIUM</AdrLine>
This is human-readable, but key elements such as
Town and Country are not explicitly identifiable.

A\ Why this matters

Unstructured addresses limit STP in an ISO 20022
environment.

o November 2026: Town Name and Country are
mandatory and must be in structured fields

e Validation moves upstream

e Screening will be more consistent and reliable

e Reliance on enrichment, repair, and manual
handling will decrease

What good looks like (hybrid address)

<TwnNm>BRUSSELS</TwnNm>
<Ctry>BE</Ctry>
<AdrLine>HOOGSTRAAT 6</AdrLine>

Result: Immediate system interpretability, aligned
with Nov 2026 ISO 20022 requirements, practical
for current data realities.

% Mapping minute #1

ISO 20022 messages (e.g. pain.001, pacs.008)
natively support structured and hybrid addresses.

Where legacy formats persist (e.g. MT101):

e Option F separates Name, Address Details and
Country/Town and enables translation to ISO
20022 structured elements, including Town and
Country

ISO 20022 remains the target state.

@ Alighment across the payment chain
Consistent understanding across banks and
corporates is critical. Differing timelines or format
expectations increase the risks of late remediation.

Don’t wait until November! Early, proactive
engagement reduces friction as November 2026
approaches.

@ What to focus on now

e Review how address information is captured
and validated in customer channels

e Capture Town Name and Country in
structured elements in static data and
payment channels — these will be mandatory

e Remind clients to capture and store payee
town and country in structured fields in their
treasury systems

e Reduce/eliminate reliance on fully
unstructured formats

e Align internally and externally on timelines
and formats

Further resources

For additional guidance and detailed
specifications:

Swift : ISO 20022 milestone for November 2026:
Unstructured addresses to be removed | Swift

PMPG: PMPG - Hybrid Postal Address

Looking ahead

@] May 2026 (T-6): Minimum viable postal address
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