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SWIFT today 

Secure 

Seconds 
Bank to bank message sent 

anywhere in the world 

Resilient 
Always available 

11,000 
Financial institutions, 

Corporates & Market 

Infrastructures Globally 

All currencies 
Eg. $, €, £, ¥ etc 

200+ 
Countries & territories 

1863 
Connected corporates  

Cents 
Cost per message 

2 

7bn 
FIN messages 
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2017 was a strong year for global payments 
Growth rates 2017 vs. 2016 on SWIFT FIN service 

+9% 
Total 

payment instructions 
(MT103 and MT202 for 

domestic and international) 

+12% 
Total 

payment messages 
(All payment MTs domestic 

and international) 

+4% 
Cross-border 

payment instructions 
(MT103 and MT202 

international) 
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United States - China 

22 Mio messages 

(+5%) 

United States – 

Hong Kong 

12 Mio messages 

(+5%) 

 

Sender – Receiver 

United Kingdom – 

United States 

11 Mio messages 

(+16%) 
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Top 3 corridors for worldwide payment 
Live, delivered international MT 103s sent in 2017 

1 

2 

3 

500+ Mio 
Cross border payments 

sent in 2017 

Growth: 2017 vs 2016 rounded figures 

Source: SWIFT BI Watch 

https://www.swift.com/our-solutions/compliance-and-shared-services/business-intelligence
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What is the largest volume 

payment route 

involving Germany?  



 

 

Germany 

Others 

Belgium 

Spain 

France 

United Kingdom 

Germany 
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Others 

Hong Kong 

Germany 

United States 

Ireland 

United 
Kingdom 

 

 

United 

Kingdom 

65% 
59% 

Payment corridor: United Kingdom to Germany 
Live, delivered international MT 103s sent in 2017 

Sender 

 Country 
Receiver 

Country 

End Beneficiary 

Country 

Initial Ordering  

Country 

Growth: 2017 vs 2016 

Source: SWIFT BI Watch 

https://www.swift.com/our-solutions/compliance-and-shared-services/business-intelligence
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The top-5 counterparts for 

commercial payments 

sent from Germany 
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Germany’s top 5 counterparty countries for payments sent 
Live, delivered international MT 103s sent from Germany in 2017 

8 

Others (4.7%) 

USD (12.6%) 

EUR (76.8%) 

PLN (0.8%) 

GBP (3.0%) 
CHF (2.2%) 

Currencies used  

(for all counterparty countries) 

Growth: 2017 vs 2016 

Source: SWIFT BI Watch 

1 

3 

4 

5 
2 

https://www.swift.com/our-solutions/compliance-and-shared-services/business-intelligence
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Top 10 end-beneficiary countries for transactions sent to the United States using USD 
Live, delivered international MT 103s sent from Germany in 2017 
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Sender 

 Country 

Receiver 

Country 

End Beneficiary 

Countries Currency 

+16% 

+13% 

+17% 

Source: SWIFT BI Watch 

Growth rates 
2017 vs. 2016 

USD DE US 

https://www.swift.com/our-solutions/compliance-and-shared-services/business-intelligence
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Payment information is as 

valuable as the payment itself… 



Cross-border payment information is getting richer 
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Payments are fast through SWIFTgpi … many in minutes even seconds 
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Global payments in 2018… 



Sustained transaction activity in the first quarter of 2018 
Growth rates 2018Q1 vs. 2017Q1 on SWIFT FIN service 
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+7% 
Total 

payment instructions 
(MT103 and MT202 for 

domestic and international) 

+13% 
Total 

payment messages 
(All payment MTs domestic 

and international) 

+3% 
Cross-border 

payment instructions 
(MT103 and MT202 

international) 
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www.swift.com 
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